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Episode 5: Pure 

By Mike Cummins 

 

PROLOGUE: 

INT. A&E DEPT - DAY 

An AMBULANCE CREW rush in with a convulsing middle-class 
TEENAGER on a trolley. Lots of medical crash team activity 
ensues. 

INT. HOSPITAL CORRIDOR - DAY 

DR CHURCH races along the corridor until he arrives at the 
commotion in A&E... 

INT. A&E DEPT - CONTINUOUS 

Dr Church rushes over to the convulsing teenager, Church takes 
charge of the situation - he's seen these exact same over dosing 
symptoms before and only knows what doesn't work; this time he 
tries something new... It looks to be a success - then an almighty 
backlash by the teen's body as a final spasm leaves it 
motionless. Desperate defib follows but it's too late. 

In the calm that follows Church hatches a plan - he asks the 
receptionist to get him the number for the Guardian newspaper. 

INT. HOSPITAL DIRECTOR'S OFFICE - DAY 

Church and DIRECTOR are in a furious argument. The Director has 
no intention of letting Church go to the press with his theories 
and claims about a new super heroin. Church makes it clear he 
is not going to be stopped and storms out of the office.  
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The Director unlocks a drawer and pulls out an old brick style 
mobile phone. 

INT. HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT. CORRIDOR - DAY 

Cromwell is being prepped by his SECRETARY on the questions he 
is about to be asked in an inquiry - nothing too heavy. He is 
fully confident as he walks into the committee room... 

INT. COMMITEE ROOM - CONTINUOUS 

Cromwell is shown to the central chair; he sits and sorts his 
paperwork as the proceedings begin. 

INT. COMMITTEE ROOM - A FEW MINUTES LATER 

CHAIRMAN invites the first question. Cromwell is ready to knock 
them out of the ballpark, then the question: 'Can you explain 
your signature on this export permit for cutting edge IT to be 
sent to North Korea?' - He barely registers a response. 

CUT TO TITLES 

 

ACT I: 

INT. HOSPITAL - DAY 

Shreeves and Brown are waiting at reception to see Dr Church. 
As they wait, Shreeves watches the receptionist's typing very 
closely. They are met by the Director who informs them Dr Church 
is on leave. 

INT. HOSPITAL CORRIDOR - DAY 

Shreeves explains that three teenagers have died from overdoses 
at this hospital in the past month and nothing has been made of 
it in the media. Brown suggests that this is probably normal and 
why would Whitewash want to cover up some overdosing teens 
anyway? 

INT. VICTIM'S PARENTS' HOUSE - DAY 

A very nice, large middle class house.  

Shreeves and Brown (pretending to be police liason officers) to 
talk to the parents of the dead teen. The patents have no idea 
how their son got mixed up in drugs – it all started when he began 
clubbing. 
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Brown can't see why Shreeves has brought them here - it all looks 
like job for the local police – and why hasn’t Cromwell got them 
on something more important? 

INT. HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT. CORRIDOR - DAY  

Cromwell strides from the committee room, his assistant racing 
to keep up. Cromwell is furious with her for not briefing him 
correctly; she says that the questions were not tabled.  

Cromwell wants to know who leaked the document. In a quite rage, 
Cromwell sacks the advisor on the spot and walks off. 

EXT. HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT - DAY 

A handful of journalist home in on Cromwell as he leaves the 
building. He's had quite a bashing this morning, did he export 
IT to North Korea, is this the end of his clean image and possibly 
career? 

He ignores them all and get into a black cab as it drives away. 

INT. APARTMENT BLOCK. RESIDENT'S CAR PARK - DAY 

Dr Church crosses over to his car. An Amputee (the Limping Man 
from Episode 1) is sitting on the bonnet. Church yells at him 
to get off but the man calmly waits and then makes it clear to 
Church not to talk tothe press. Church attempts to physically 
remove the man but the Amputee pins him to the bonnet of the car 
and theatens his family. Leaving Church shaken, the Amputee 
limps off. 

EXT. HOSPITAL CAR PARK - DAY 

Dr Church gets out of his car and is met by Shreeves and her list 
of questions (why did he cancel meeting with journalist?   What 
caused his concerns?). Church tries to brush her aside as he goes 
back to work.  

INT. SHREEVE'S CAR - DAY 

Shreeves returns to find Brown – as always - reading through 
files about his missing family, searching for clues. He is not 
prepared to waste time on overdosing teens and sees no reason 
for Shreeves to do so either. 

Shreeves confides that this is why she was dismissed from the 
Met - she was a whistleblower on a blind-eye being turned to high 
grade cannabis being supplied to middle class kids. It looks like 
whoever was supplying that has expanded into heroin. Clearing 
her name is as important to her as finding his family is to Brown. 
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Brown remains unconvinced but agrees to help. 

INT. GRANTIA RESTAURANT - DAY 

Cromwell is having lunch with JAMES INNES (a cheap suit distracts 
from the alertness in his eyes - nothing goes unnoticed with this 
man). Cromwell explains his situation to Innes and asks him to 
become his temporary advisor and to find out who leaked the North 
Korea document. Innes can't resist new knowledge and cooly 
agrees. 

Cromwell shows him an export permit for used IT equipment, but 
it has been doctored to allow cutting edge IT equipment to be 
exported. 

Cromwell has been recalled to give evidence tomorrow. 

INT. HOSPITAL RECEPTION - DAY 

Shreeves slips behind the back of reception and sits at the 
computer - remembering the keystrokes of the receptionist from 
earlier she accesses the database and quickly finds 
prescriptions for Methadone. All the while Brown is distracting 
the receptionist from returning to her desk. 

EXT. HOSPITAL CAR PARK - DAY 

Shreeves suspects that the Methadone is not strong enough to 
replace the super heroin and that the teens are going back to 
the real stuff to gain any sort of effect. They need to trace 
the supply route – ‘time to go clubbing’. 

INT. HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT. STRANGERS’ BAR - NIGHT 

Innes meets with the chairman of the committee. He confides that 
he has been approached by Cromwell and has come across some 
damning evidence against him. He hands it over in an A4 manila 
envelope. He also suggests lifting reporting restrictions on the 
hearing so that Cromwell's downfall will be televised. 

FADE TO BLACK 
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ACT II: 

EXT. BACK OF CLUB - NIGHT 

The Amputee is dealing drugs to his pushers. Large bungs of money 
are being dropped into one backpack as the Amputee distributes 
bags of heroin from another. 

EXT. SIDE STREET - NIGHT 

As one of the pushers walks down the street he is elbowed in the 
face by Brown who then helps himself to a sample of super heroin. 

EXT. CLUB CAR PARK - NIGHT 

The Amputee gets into his car and drives off.  

In another car across the car park, Shreeves follows. 

Brown (on foot) arrives back at the car park just as she drives 
off. He rings her... 

INT. SHREEVE'S CAR - CONTINUOUS 

Cutting back and forth between car and Brown in the car park: 

Shreeves will not turn back - she has to know where Amputee is 
going. She tells Brown to get the super heroin checked out. 

EXT. RAF AIRFIELD - NIGHT 

Amputee drives into the airbase. Shreeves uses her fake MOD 
identification to follow.  

EXT. RAF AIRFIELD. HANGER - NIGHT 

Shreeves watches as crates are unloaded from aircraft. She 
sneeks over and pops open a crate - it is packed with super 
heroin.  

The aircraft taxis for take off. Shreeves makes a snap decision 
to hide on board. The Amputee watches from afar - this is just 
what he was expecting. 

INT. COMMITTEE ROOM - DAY 

With TV cameras now rolling, a SWEATY BUSINESS MAN is giving 
damning evidence against Cromwell. Cromwell has no idea who this 
man is; Innes is trying to find out. 



 

Whitewash: Episode 5 Outline | www.mikecummins.net    6 

 

 

The business man claims to have run an export business and 
approached government for export licence to send new IT 
Equipment to North Korea. He was surprised to see the permit 
signed by Cromwell (the Cabinet Secretary) and not the Foreign 
Secretary. 

INT. LABS - DAY 

Brown gets given text results on super heroin. Not only is it 
pure - it's resistant to most infections.  

Brown phones Shreeves - there is no reply. 

FADE TO BLACK 

 

ACT III: 

INT. BACK OF JEEP - DAY 

The sun is blazing down.  

Shreeves is tied up with a sack over her head. She is bounced 
about as the jeep speeds along the dusty terrain.  

Suddenly the jeeps stops. 

EXT. AFGANISTAN. POPPY FIELD - CONTINUOUS 

Shreeves is pulled from the jeep. The sack is taken off her head. 

In front of her, as far as the eye can see are poppy fields. Locals 
are harvesting the crop, a few military vehicles appear to be 
transporting it. 

AN AFGAN in a suit welcomes her. 

INT. COMMITTEE ROOM - DAY 

Cromwell's phone rings - it is Brown - he rejects the call. Then 
he takes the stand. As he gets up, Innes passes him an identical 
manila envelope to the one he previously gave to the chairman... 

The committee give him a good grilling. And then they hit him 
with a killer blow: a photo of him meeting with the sweaty 
business man he claims he never met. 
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EXT. AFGANISTAN. POPPY FIELD - DAY 

Curious as to why she is not dead, the suited Afgan explains that 
someone thinks she deserves an reward for her efforts. It is for 
her to decide what happens next... 

Suited Afgan: 'The military need extra equipment, so why not use 
the natural resources of the country to finance that. Add some 
GM technology and it's a very, very lucrative business model. 
All you need is a market that can afford to pay, kids with 
disposable incomes from their parents. You don't waste stuff of 
this quality on the poor. 

'So what's it to be, a few smacked up brats or hundreds more dead 
or maimed soldiers?   It's all about the greater good.' 

INT. COMMITTEE ROOM - DAY 

All is lost. Cromwell opens the manila envelope. Inside is an 
identical photo to the one being used to damn him - except there 
is a circle drawn on this copy. Cromwell almost smiles, his 
stature rises as he gives a damning speech of the conduct of the 
inquest. TV cameras zoom in on him. 

He concludes by presenting the new photo - identical except for 
the face of the man whose hand he is shaking - the inquest's photo 
has had the Businessman's head Photoshoped on. Cromwell uses 
this to destroy all the evidence against him as forgeries. 

EXT. HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT. CORRIDOR - DAY 

Amid commotion, Cromwell and Innes leave the inquest. As he 
passes the Sweaty Business Man, Cromwell gives him a message for 
Whitewash: he's not going down without a fight. 

Turning to Innes he thanks him for his help and regrets that he 
never took up running Whitewash when Cromwell offered it to him. 

As they part Cromwell has one last request of Innes: Get Shreeves 
home safely, she should have found some of her answers by now... 

CUT TO BLACK 


